
Tuesday, November 19th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Crystal Bishop 

45 Years of Stormwater Management (9:00 am – 10:00 am) 
Room B&C 

Andy Reese 

Andrew J. Reese has over 30 years’ experience in a wide variety of stormwater management, water 
resources, hydraulic and hydrologic engineering research and management roles.  He is a registered 
professional engineer in numerous states and LEED certified. 

His clients have included Federal agencies, states, numerous municipalities and private sector industrial 
and development interests.  Having worked or taught in all fifty states and several counties, he is 
considered one of the most widely experienced and best-known municipal stormwater experts in the 
world. 

Mr. Reese began his career in various consulting roles for the Corps of Engineers and several firms. After 
serving in the Army in Nuclear Operations and in Emergency Planning and Preparedness, he worked at 
the Waterways Experiment Station, Vicksburg, MS in a variety of research, criteria development, and 
teaching roles. His research in stable channel, drainage, and hydraulic structures design took him to 
nearly every District office of the Corps. He served as editor of the Corps publication Hydraulic Design 
Criteria. He retired as Lieutenant Colonel in the Corps of Engineers. Since that time Mr. Reese has served 
in ever expanding roles for a number of consulting firms. 

Mr. Reese is known as a humorous and insightful speaker having delivered speeches and training at over 
200 conferences and meetings including the keynote address for the first annual STORMCON 
conference. Known as a clear and articulate writer, he has published over forty-five articles and papers 
nationally and internationally on subjects such as stormwater utilities, public awareness, stable channel 
design, sediment loss and transport, urban stormwater management, regulatory compliance, and 
stormwater quality.  He also has co-authored an authoritative and best-selling, 1400-page, textbook: 
Municipal Storm Water Management, now in second edition. 

TDEC Updates (10:30 am – 11:00 am) Room B&C 
Jennifer Dodd 

Jennifer Dodd is a Deputy Director in TDEC’s Division of Water Resources. Prior to that, from 1999 to 
2012, she worked in TDEC’s Pretreatment Program, serving as Pretreatment Coordinator for the State 
starting in 2003. Ms. Dodd received her Bachelor’s degree in Chemistry from Warren Wilson College and 
her Master’s degree in Environmental Science and Engineering from the Civil/Environmental Engineering 
Department of Virginia Tech. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



NPDES Small MS4 Compliance Evaluation (11:00 am – 11:45 
am) Room B&C 

Robert Karesh 

Robert Karesh was hired as the Statewide Stormwater Coordinator for the Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation to build a team approach to stormwater permitting, education and 
compliance. Mr. Karesh has a strong background in stormwater regulation and water quality protection. 
He has served previously as a local Stormwater Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System Coordinator, 
and an Environmental Specialist for the Division of Water Resources. Mr. Karesh facilitated the 
development of the Tennessee Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control Handbook and Training 
Program, the Tennessee Qualifying Local Program, and most recently the Tennessee Permanent 
Stormwater Management Design and Guidance Manual and Training Program. He received his B.S. 
Degree in Biology, and performed post-graduate work in Environmental Planning, both at the University 
of Tennessee. 

Brown Patton 

Brown Patton received his Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Health from East Tennessee State 
University, and after a brief time in the TN Division of Air Pollution Control, he was hired into the 
Division of Water Resources.  For the next 9 years he was fully engaged in compliance monitoring for 
Industrial and Construction stormwater, as well as conducting hydrologic determinations.  He also 
coordinated for both the Municipal stormwater program and the emergency environmental response 
for TEMA for the Johnson City Environmental Field Office.  In 2017 he was promoted to the Statewide 
Stormwater Team, focused on innovating strategies to stormwater management and dedicated to 
conserving and enhancing the quality of Tennessee’s water resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tuesday, November 19th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Shelia Huffmire 

Manufactured Treatment Devices (1:30 pm – 3:45 pm) Room B 
1:30 – 2:15 pm, Introducing a Centralized Guidance Resource for Stormwater 
Best Management Practices: 

Mark Miller 

Since 2005, Mark Miller has served as Research Scientist for AquaShieldTM, Inc., a manufacturer of 
stormwater treatment systems headquartered in Chattanooga, Tennessee. He is responsible for product 
development, domestic and international regulatory affairs, as well as directing lab and field-testing 
programs. Mark is a member of the City of Chattanooga Stormwater Regulations Board and is a former 
Technical Committee Chairman for the Stormwater Equipment Manufacturers Association. He holds an 
M.S. in Geology from Centenary College in Shreveport, Louisiana and a B.A. in Geology from the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville. He is a Registered Professional Geologist in six states. 

2:15 – 3:00 pm, What Does it All Mean? Evaluating Test Methods and 
Performance Expectations for BMPs: 

Jason Bates 

Jason Bates is the Engineered Products Manager for Advanced Drainage Systems for the States of 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and West Virginia. Jason has been with ADS for 2 and a half years, previously 
working as a sales engineer for a medical device and supplies company based in Minneapolis, MN and as 
a mine engineer specializing in reclamation design and environmental compliance for a mining company 
in Southern WV. Jason holds a BBA in Accounting from Morehead State University and a BS in 
Engineering from the University of Kentucky. He currently lives in Lexington, KY and has four children. 

Travis Dorman 

Travis Dorman is the Water Quality Manager covering the eastern United States for Advanced Drainage 
Systems and BaySaver Technologies.  Travis has been with ADS for 6 years, previously he was a sales 
engineer for a pump and filtration distributor in Richmond, VA.  Travis holds a BS from James Madison 
University and is currently an MBA candidate at the same institution.  He and his wife have 4 children, 
and they reside in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3:00 – 3:30 pm, TNSA BMP Committee Panel Discussion – Regulatory and Plan 
Review Guidelines for MTDs: 

Jason Bates 

Jason Bates is the Engineered Products Manager for Advanced Drainage Systems for the States of 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and West Virginia. Jason has been with ADS for 2 and a half years, previously 
working as a sales engineer for a medical device and supplies company based in Minneapolis, MN and as 
a mine engineer specializing in reclamation design and environmental compliance for a mining company 
in Southern WV. Jason holds a BBA in Accounting from Morehead State University and a BS in 
Engineering from the University of Kentucky. He currently lives in Lexington, KY and has four children. 

Crystal Bishop 

Crystal Bishop has 15 years of experience in government service as a stormwater professional. She has a 
B.S. degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Science from Tennessee Technological University, a M.S. degree in 
Biology with a Concentration in Ecology from Middle Tennessee St. University, and is a CPMSM 
professional. She has worked for the stormwater programs for the City of Chattanooga, the City of 
Franklin and is currently the Stormwater Manager for Hamilton County. Ms. Bishop serves on the Board 
of Directors for the Southeast Stormwater Association and the Tennessee Stormwater Association. She 
is the Tennessee Co-Chair for the Kentucky-Tennessee WEA Watershed Committee and serves on 
several other committees. She enjoys connecting and collaborating with people to form effective 
partnerships, and in her spare time, you can find her spending time outdoors or rooting for the 
Tennessee Vols! 

Travis Dorman 

Travis Dorman is the Water Quality Manager covering the eastern United States for Advanced Drainage 
Systems and BaySaver Technologies.  Travis has been with ADS for 6 years, previously he was a sales 
engineer for a pump and filtration distributor in Richmond, VA.  Travis holds a BS from James Madison 
University and is currently an MBA candidate at the same institution.  He and his wife have 4 children, 
and they reside in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. 

Chris Granju 

Chris Granju recently retired from as the Stormwater Management Director for Knox County, TN in 
order to join his wife in operations and development of a family business.  In his experience at Knox 
County, he was tasked with developing the Stormwater Management program in an era during which 
few people knew what this meant.  His department had oversight for policy development, plans review, 
floodplain regulation, water quality monitoring, environmental regulation, developing public 
involvement and education initiatives related to water quality, and a variety of other programs related 
to Knox County’s EPA NPDES Phase II MS4 permitting.  He is a native Knoxvillian, received a BS in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Tennessee, is a licensed Professional Engineer, and served as 
President of the Tennessee Stormwater Association (TNSA) 2012-2013.  He has 26 years of experience in 
civil and environmental engineering including private consulting, design, regulatory plans review, project 
management, policy development and directorship for a local government Stormwater Management 
program.   He lives in the Knoxville area with his wife, Melissa, and three children. He is an avid cyclist 
and a seasoned expert on rescuing and preserving Italian cars. 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, November 19th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Katherine Green 

IDDE Applications (1:30 pm – 3:45 pm) Room C 
1:30 – 2:15 pm, The City of Franklin Approach to Conducting Visual Stream 
Surveys and Outfall Screenings: 

Brittani Perez 

Brittani Perez received her B.S. in Biosystems Engineering & Soil Science from The University of 
Tennessee Knoxville in 2013. She continued her education at UTK to get her M.S. in Biosystems 
Engineering & Soil Science with a watershed minor, focusing in areas related to environmental 
monitoring, water quality, wastewater and stormwater management. She currently works as a water 
quality specialist for the City of Franklin, TN. 

Bristol Snider 

Bristol Snider graduated from Lincoln Memorial University with a degree in Environmental Science. 
Been working with the City of Franklin for almost a year as a Water Quality Specialist doing construction 
site inspections, public education & outreach, IDDE, Stream assessments, and analytical monitoring. 
 
2:15 – 3:00 pm, Streamlined Data Visualization & Analytics for Smart 
Stormwater Management: 

Matthew Jones 

Dr. Matthew Jones leads Hazen and Sawyer’s stormwater practice group and offers national expertise in 
all aspects of stormwater program development, including the full lifecycle of stormwater control 
design, implementation and operation. Matthew has provided stormwater services for a wide array of 
communities, from large ultra-urban green infrastructure initiatives to small communities building an 
initial stormwater program. 

Ryan O’Banion 

Ryan O’Banion is an experienced project manager at Hazen and Sawyer with expertise in the use of GIS, 
statistics, and field assessments to help clients manage stormwater for water quality improvement. He 
has worked throughout the United States and led projects including watershed studies, stream 
restoration, green infrastructure design, and BMP maintenance inspections. Ryan and his team of 
engineers and scientists have performed thousands of maintenance inspections for municipalities in the 
including Fairfax County, Virginia. He actively works to incorporate lessons learned during maintenance 
activities into designs that result in better performing BMPs over their full lifecycle. 

3:00 – 3:30 pm, Visualizing Surface Runoff and Stormwater Network Flow 
Direction via Web Application: 

Garrett Boucher 

Garrett Boucher has diverse GIS and data management experience, specializing in the water resources 
sector and Enterprise GIS systems. A member of Wood PLC since October 2016, he has contributed to 
several mapping, GIS, data collection, and data maintenance projects completed for government 
agencies, including USACE, FEMA, and individual municipalities.  Additionally, he has assisted the 
execution large-scale projects to private organizations such as universities, airports, and energy plants. 

 



Tuesday, November 19th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: David Mason 

Public Education & Project Partnerships (1:30 pm – 3:45 pm) 
Room D 

1:30 – 2:15 pm, Public Private Partnerships in Stream Restoration: 

Mary Beth Sutton 

Mary Beth Sutton earned her BS with Highest Honors in Environmental Science from UTC and continued 
her education at UNC Chapel Hill where she earned her MSPH in Environmental Science and Engineering 
as well as a MAT in Science Education.  She taught at several schools in the Chapel Hill, NC and 
Chattanooga area and got her immersion in Nonprofits while Exec Direct of the Chattanooga Nature 
Center.  She founded Caribbean SEA (Student Environmental Alliance) in 2004 as a grassroots 
organization to help communities in the Caribbean protect their water.  She added a local chapter, 
TenneSEA in 2008.  TenneSEA has focused on education and action to reduce stormwater issues for local 
waterways ever since. TennSEA is proud to work in this partnership with Hamilton County and the City 
of Chattanooga! 

Joshua Rogers 
 
Joshua Rogers is a full-time husband and father for a beautiful family in Signal Mountain, Tennessee. He 
enjoys trail running to better experience the creation around him. On the side, Joshua is a Water Quality 
Specialist for the City of Chattanooga. He is a Certified Professional in Storm Water Quality and a 
Hydrologic Professional in the state of Tennessee. He received a B.S. in Biology from Piedmont College 
and a M.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville.  
Since 2008 Joshua has worked for the City of Chattanooga in urban stormwater management 
performing stream determination, assessments, and monitoring. In addition, he administers the City’s 
stormwater utility programs, Green Grants program, Water Quality Buffer Mitigation program, SCM 
inspection database, and various stream restoration projects. 
 
2:15 – 3:00 pm, 7 Years Later: Nashville’s Urban Runoff 5K and Water Quality 
Festival: 

Jennifer Watson 

Jennifer Watson graduated from Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, FL with a B.S. in Marine Biology in 
1993. After spending 5 years traversing the beautiful swamps and waterways of north central Florida on 
an airboat collecting water quality samples, she moved to Tennessee and began working for Tennessee 
Department of Environment & Conservation (TDEC). In 2007, she began working in the TDEC 
Stormwater Section and found my true passion – facilitating MS4 permit compliance, fostering MS4 
collaboration, and advocating for green infrastructure! She was fortunate to work under supportive and 
visionary leaders who encouraged building relationships and partnerships with the regulated and water 
quality communities across Tennessee. With financial assistance from EPA and TVA, we worked with 
highly motivated and involved leaders of MS4s across the state and launched the Tennessee Stormwater 
Association (TNSA) in 2008. she now has a fantastic position working as a Stormwater Coordinator with 
the City of Gallatin implementing the very requirements she wrote into the MS4 Phase II permit while 
remaining actively involved with TNSA! 

 

 



Allison Davis 

Allison Davis is an Environmental Compliance Specialist for Metro Water Services' NPDES Group located 
in Davidson County. She was an organizer of the 2019 Urban Runoff 5K and Water Quality Festival that 
focuses on educating the community about the importance of keeping local waterways clean through a 
fun and active event. Allison is the public education coordinator for the NPDES Group as well as an 
industrial inspector. 

3:00 – 3:30 pm, Going Green at the Collins Hill Library is a Win for the 
Community: 

David Braswell 

David Braswell has over 38 years of experience across the southeast in water resources and stormwater 
management projects. He is a Certified Floodplain Manager and holds Professional Engineering Licenses 
in Tennessee, Georgia and North and South Carolina. He is a Civil Engineering Graduate of Georgia Tech 
and is currently a Stormwater Program Manager for WK Dickson and is the office manager for their 
newest office location in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tuesday, November 19th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Mary Halley 

MS4 Policy Showcase (4:00 pm – 5:00 pm) Room B 
4:00 – 4:30 pm, Here We Go Again! Nashville’s Stormwater Regulations 
Revisions: 

Rebecca Dohn 

Rebecca Dohn is the Low Impact Development & Sustainability Coordinator for Metro Water Services in 
Nashville, TN. She has been working on water quality for the City since 2002, and is now expanding their 
program to include Urban Forestry. Rebecca is the project manager for Nashville’s LID Manual and 
continues to promote its usage and look for areas of improvement. Rebecca & her husband share their 
home with Rosie the hound, Bob the tabby, & Lola the pittie. 

4:30 – 5:00 pm, Water Quality Buffer Mitigation in the City of Chattanooga:  

Joshua Rogers 

Joshua Rogers is a full-time husband and father for a beautiful family in Signal Mountain, Tennessee. He 
enjoys trail running to better experience the creation around him. On the side, Joshua is a Water Quality 
Specialist for the City of Chattanooga. He is a Certified Professional in Storm Water Quality and a 
Hydrologic Professional in the state of Tennessee. He received a B.S. in Biology from Piedmont College 
and a M.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville.  
Since 2008 Joshua has worked for the City of Chattanooga in urban stormwater management 
performing stream determination, assessments, and monitoring. In addition, he administers the City’s 
stormwater utility programs, Green Grants program, Water Quality Buffer Mitigation program, SCM 
inspection database, and various stream restoration projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Tuesday, November 19th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Alan Sparkman 

BMP Inspection Applications (4:00 pm – 5:00 pm) Room C 
4:00 – 4:30 pm, Stormwater Inspections Using Collector and Survey123: 

Kevin Bingham 

Kevin Bingham is the GIS manager for the Town of Collierville and has been in this role for the past nine 
years.  He earned a B.S. in Geography and an M.A. in Earth Science from the University of Memphis.  He 
has worked in local government at Collierville, in the private sector at EnSafe, Inc., and in the federal 
government at the Army Corps of Engineers.  In 2010 he became the GIS Manager for Collierville.  

Kevin lives in Lakeland with his wife, Anna, and their three boys.  When not serving the citizens of 
Collierville, Kevin is active with his church family, enjoys working in the vegetable garden, and loves 
spending time with his family hunting, fishing, and playing in the dirt at their family farm in Hardeman 
County.   

Robbie Hanks 

Attended Delta State University - BS Environmental Science, MS Natural Science , Manager and Grad 
Assistant football. Been with Town of Collierville since 2005. Stormwater Coordinator since 2014. TN 
EPSC Levels 1 and 2 Certifications. Class IV Wastewater Operator's license.  

Married with 2 boys ages 15 and 10. 

4:30 – 5:00 pm, Using 360 Image Technology to Support BMP/SCM 
Maintenance:  

Ryan O’Banion 

Ryan O’Banion is an experienced project manager at Hazen and Sawyer with expertise in the use of GIS, 
statistics, and field assessments to help clients manage stormwater for water quality improvement. He 
has worked throughout the United States and led projects including watershed studies, stream 
restoration, green infrastructure design, and BMP maintenance inspections. Ryan and his team of 
engineers and scientists have performed thousands of maintenance inspections for municipalities in the 
including Fairfax County, Virginia. He actively works to incorporate lessons learned during maintenance 
activities into designs that result in better performing BMPs over their full lifecycle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, November 19th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Steve Casey 

Good Housekeeping (4:00 pm – 5:00 pm) Room D 
4:00 – 5:00 pm, Implementing an Effective and Good Housekeeping Program:  

Paul Davis 

As of 2012, Paul Davis consults on Clean Water Act issues and teaches federal and state water programs 
through National Stormwater Center. He volunteers with environmental and conservation groups and 
serves on the board of directors of Cumberland River Compact. He is a frequent presenter to 
professional and citizen groups on water topics.  
 
From 1974 through 2012, he was employed at the Tennessee Department of Environment & 
Conservation, Division of Water Pollution Control where he was the division director and technical 
secretary to the Tennessee Water Quality Control Board from 1988 through 2012. He had special 
assignments in the areas of interstate water quality and quantity, Mississippi River conservation, 
drought and flood response, TVA Kingston ash spill. 
 
Paul has degrees from the University of Tennessee and is licensed to practice engineering in Tennessee. 
He swims with a US Masters group and has won several freestyle events in masters meets and 
Tennessee’s Senior Olympics.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, November 20th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Aaron Rogge 

Stormwater Projects (8:00 am – 10:00 am) Room B 
8:00 – 9:00 am, Grassy Creek Stormwater Master Plan Addressing Neighborhood 
Flooding: 

Kathleen Smith 

Kathleen Smith PE, PMP, ENV SP:  Kathleen is a professional engineer, project management professional, 
and associate at Hazen and Sawyer.  She earned a Bachelors and Masters in Engineering at The Ohio 
State University in Food, Agricultural, and Biological Engineering.  Ms. Smith holds an Ohio Professional 
Engineering License and is a Project Management Institute certified Project Management 
Professional.  For the majority of her career she has worked on engineering planning projects to prepare 
municipalities for wet weather flows.  Kathleen has practiced engineering for over 15 years.   
 
Dustin West 
Dustin West is an assistant engineer at Hazen and Sawyer with 7 years of professional experience.  He 
earned his Bachelors and Masters in Engineering at The Ohio State University in Civil Engineering.  Mr. 
West has a background in hydrologic and hydraulic modeling, water quality modeling, and data analysis.  
His experience includes work with GIS applications and programming that aid computational model 
development, calibration, and 2D system modeling.   
 
9:00 – 9:30 am, Highland Park Demo Project Retrospective: 

Maria Price 

Maria Price is a registered Professional Engineer in TN & VA with a B.S. in Civil & Environmental 
Engineering from Tennessee Technological University.   She has a diverse background in transmission 
engineering, environmental & construction activities, utility project management, multi-discipline 
project management and code enforcement.  Maria has employment history with TVA, TDOT, several 
private firms and currently utilizes her talents for the City of Chattanooga as Engineering Manager in 
Public Works.  She was named ASCE TN Section Government Engineer of the Year in 2017 and is on the 
state board of ASCE's Environmental & Water Resources Institute (EWRI).  She is the Creator & Director 
of the Chattanooga Development Symposium. 

Besides her professional activities, she is chair of the Girl Scout Gold Award Review Board and a Daisy 
Troop Leader for the Girl Scout Council of Southern Appalachians, formerly Charity Director for 
ConNooga and is involved in the Chattanooga Alumni Chapter of Omega Phi Alpha National Service 
Sorority. 

When not working or involved in charity work, she spends time with her husband, 2 daughters & 
Australian Cattle Dog.  She enjoys board games, off-roading, muscle cars, cooking and geeking out about 
stormwater. 

 

 

 



9:30 – 10:00 am, The Challenges of Restoring Habitat and Improving Water 
Quality in an Urban Lake:  

David Mason 

David Mason is an environmental and water resources engineer for CDM Smith with over 17 years of 
experience in stormwater master planning, design, stormwater permitting, and stormwater utility 
development. He holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering from Virginia Tech and a M.S. in Environmental and 
Water Resources Engineering from the University of Texas.  He is based out of the CDM Smith Nashville, 
TN office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, November 20th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Jason Mann 

State & Federal Programs (8:00 am – 10:00 am) Room C 
8:00 – 9:00 am, Clean Water Act & WOTUS Update: 

Casey Ehorn 
Casey Ehorn is Chief of East Branch, Regulatory Division, Nashville District.  The Nashville Regulatory 
Division consists of 30 talented and dedicated regulators working in the States of Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Alabama, Mississippi, and Virginia.  Prior to working in Nashville, Casey worked for the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers in Seattle, Washington, and Birmingham, Alabama.  Mr. Ehorn has completed two USACE 
Headquarters details, and is a graduate of the Army Engineer Research and Development Center 
University program.  Mr. Ehorn is a graduate of University of Montana, and earned his Masters Degree 
at the Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington. 
 
9:00 – 9:30 am, Free Money: SRS Pilot Project & Green Infrastructure: 

Paula Mitchell 

Paula Mitchell is the Deputy Director of Operations for TDEC’s (Tennessee Department of Environment 
and Conservation) Division of Water Resources responsible for the State Revolving Fund Loan Program, 
Budget and Grants Management, data management and electronic reporting, and human 
resources.  She joined the Division of Water Resources in March 2018 following 18 years of managing 
technical and financial assistance programs for TDEC’s Division of Solid Waste Management.  As the 
Recovered Materials Program Manager she was responsible for implementing the 2025 Solid Waste and 
Materials Management Plan and working with local governments to plan, develop and finance solid 
waste and recycling collection systems.  She aspires to one day build upon her enjoyment and education 
in Marine Science and her experience in materials management to contribute to reducing plastics and 
other emerging contaminants in the coastal and aquatic environments.  She has a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Marine Science from Coastal Carolina University and is a proud mom to a sweet 12 year old 
daughter, Annabelle, and an aspiring America Ninja Warrior, Andrew who is 9.   

9:30 – 10:00 am, Overview of the Endangered Species Act and Section 7 
Compliance:  

Dustin Boles 

Dustin Boles serves as a Fish and Wildlife Biologist with the Tennessee Ecological Services Field 
Office.  He is a member of the Federal Activities/Conservation Planning Assistance team providing ESA 
technical assistance to project proponents.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, November 20th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Joshua Rogers 

Flood & Compensatory Mitigation (8:00 am – 10:00 am) Room 
D 

8:00 – 9:00 am, Flood Mitigation Success with HMGP: 

Byron Hinchey 
Byron Hinchey is a native of East Tennessee and a 1987 Civil Engineering graduate of Tennessee 
Technological University.  Following a 2-year stint with the US Geological Survey, he spent 24 years 
working for Wood in Nashville and another 6 on the Gulf Coast.  In 2018, he joined the firm S&ME and 
currently resides in Huntsville, AL. 
Byron is a registered Professional Engineer and a Certified Floodplain Manager.  He has provided a wide 
variety of stormwater consulting services to municipal clients in Tennessee and spent more than 20 
years serving as a stormwater consultant to both Nashville and Clarksville.   
 
9:00 – 10:00 am, In Lieu Fee Mitigation and MS4s – Presentation and Panel: 

Jed Grubbs 

Jed Grubbs is the Senior Program Manager of Basin Initiatives for the Cumberland River Compact. Jed 
joined the Compact in July of 2013 and provides strategic leadership, coordination, and support for the 
organization's efforts to develop and implement watershed restoration, protection, and management 
planning throughout the Cumberland River Basin. Jed earned a Master of Urban and Regional Planning 
with a specialization in Environmental Planning from Virginia Tech. He holds graduate level certificates in 
both Watershed Management and Geospatial Information Technologies and assists the Compact's 
Executive Director, Mekayle Houghton, with the operation of the Compact's In Lieu Fee Program. 

Mekayle Houghton 

Mekayle Houghton has been with the Cumberland River Compact since 2005 and executive director 
since 2014. Under her leadership, the Compact has doubled its budget and staff, launched the In-Lieu 
Fee Program, deepened relationships with municipal MS4s and received numerous awards including the 
2019 Governor's Environmental Stewardship Award for restoring free flow to the Mill Creek 
Watershed. Mekayle earned a Bachelor's and Master's degree from the University of Chicago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, November 20th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Lori Saal 

Stormwater Funding (10:30 am – 12:00 pm) Room B 
10:30 – 11:00 am, Stormwater Utility Fee Implementation, Year 1: Lessons 
Learned: 

Aaron Rogge 
Aaron Rogge, PE, is a Water Resources Engineer with seven years of experience in surface water 
modeling, collection systems modeling, and ecosystem restoration. With CDM Smith, he has helped 
develop various capital improvement programs in the Southeast and has been involved in many 
instances of design, permitting, and hydraulic and hydrologic (H&H) modeling. He holds a Master’s 
Degree in Environmental Engineering from the University of South Florida. 
 
Jennifer Watson 
Jennifer Watson graduated from Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, FL with a B.S. in Marine Biology in 
1993. After spending 5 years traversing the beautiful swamps and waterways of north central Florida on 
an airboat collecting water quality samples, she moved to Tennessee and began working for Tennessee 
Department of Environment & Conservation (TDEC). In 2007, she began working in the TDEC 
Stormwater Section and found my true passion – facilitating MS4 permit compliance, fostering MS4 
collaboration, and advocating for green infrastructure! She was fortunate to work under supportive and 
visionary leaders who encouraged building relationships and partnerships with the regulated and water 
quality communities across Tennessee. With financial assistance from EPA and TVA, we worked with 
highly motivated and involved leaders of MS4s across the state and launched the Tennessee Stormwater 
Association (TNSA) in 2008. she now has a fantastic position working as a Stormwater Coordinator with 
the City of Gallatin implementing the very requirements she wrote into the MS4 Phase II permit while 
remaining actively involved with TNSA! 
 
11:00 – 11:30 am, Increasing Water Quality Through a Publicly Funded Grant 
Program: 

Joshua Rogers 

Joshua Rogers is a full-time husband and father for a beautiful family in Signal Mountain, Tennessee. He 
enjoys trail running to better experience the creation around him. On the side, Joshua is a Water Quality 
Specialist for the City of Chattanooga. He is a Certified Professional in Storm Water Quality and a 
Hydrologic Professional in the state of Tennessee. He received a B.S. in Biology from Piedmont College 
and a M.S. in Wildlife and Fisheries from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville.  
Since 2008 Joshua has worked for the City of Chattanooga in urban stormwater management 
performing stream determination, assessments, and monitoring. In addition, he administers the City’s 
stormwater utility programs, Green Grants program, Water Quality Buffer Mitigation program, SCM 
inspection database, and various stream restoration projects. 
 
 

 

 

 



11:30 – 12:00 pm, Stormwater Funding Strategies, Equitably Increasing your 
Bottom Line:  

David Elliott 

David Elliott is a Professional Engineer specializing in Water Resources and Utility Management.  His 
education includes degrees from both Georgia Tech and the University of Georgia.  He currently serves 
as the Midsouth Water Resource Leader for Brown and Caldwell. 

Laurie Hawks 

Laurie Hawks has more than 20 years’ experience in watershed assessment and planning, stormwater 
management, permit support, alternative funding programs, and program management.  She has 
worked for local, state and federal agencies and for the engineering firm Brown and Caldwell. Ms. 
Hawks is the past president of the Southeast Stormwater Association and serves on an USEPA 
Stormwater Funding and Finance Task Force. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, November 20th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Tracy Jones 

Design Considerations (10:30 am – 12:00 pm) Room C 
10:30 – 11:00 am, Trees & Water Sensitive Urban Design: 

Matthew Werle 
Matthew Werle is a consultant at GreenBlue Urban, where his strong background in developing 
sustainable solutions for green infrastructure is an asset that helps create sustainable cities across the 
United States. Matthew’s experience in green infrastructure and his increasing relationships with 
landscape architects, civil engineers, urban designers, and other related professionals across the 
country, facilitates his goal of educating designers, specifiers, and policy makers about the benefits of 
Low Impact Development. His key focus being to relay the importance of understanding the techniques 
that ensure the successful design, establishment, and ongoing maintenance of green and blue 
infrastructure, in order to reap the long-term benefits of such design. 

 
11:00 – 11:30 am, Utilizing Buffers as a Development Amenity: 

Kelli Richardson 
Kelli S. Richardson, PE, CPESC, is the Client Service Manager for the Chattanooga Office of LDA 
Engineering.  She holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering and a B.S. in Biology, both from Tennessee 
Technological University.  Kelli has over 18 years of experience, working mainly in residential and 
commercial development.  She lives in Soddy Daisy with her husband of over 20 years, Matt.  
 
11:30 – 12:00 pm, Karst Geology and Flooding – An Investigation of Blue Grass 
Lake in East Tennessee:  

Darrell Nicholas 

Darrell Nicholas has more than 35 years of experience providing stormwater management and 
environmental assessment services.  His water resources consulting experience includes the prediction 
and mitigation of hydrologic and water quality impacts resulting from surface mining, highway 
construction, and large-scale site development.  Darrell’s experience encompasses the full project cycle 
from project planning and conceptual design through detailed design and construction 
implementation.  After a career change that resulted in working on sediment remediation projects 
nationally and internationally for over a decade, Darrell joined Geosyntec Consultants in 2014 and 
returned home to East Tennessee to work on new water resource challenges. 

Jessie Fears 

Jessie Fears has been an engineer for Geosyntec Consultants since 2015. She has worked on a variety of 
water resources projects, including a stormwater filtration media lab study, programmatic assessments 
for municipal clients, and H&H modeling for stormwater conveyance design. Prior to working for 
Geosyntec, Jessie completed her Master’s degree in Bio & Ag Engineering at NC State University where 
she was part of the stormwater engineering team. 

 

 

 



Wednesday, November 20th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Tom Lawrence 

Public Education & Involvement (10:30 am – 12:00 pm) Room 
D 

10:30 – 11:00 am, Together We Are Better: 

Katherine Green 

Katherine Green is originally from Hueytown, Alabama.  She graduated with a BS in Civil Engineering 
from the University of Alabama (Roll Tide) in May 2000, and earned her Professional Engineers license in 
Tennessee in 2005. She has worked in consulting as a roadway design engineer, and with the City of 
LaVergne, as Stormwater project engineer and MS4 coordinator. She recently accepted a new role at 
MTSU as Civil and Environmental Engineering Manager, and is killing it!   She has three daughters, leads 
two Girl Scout troops, and has been heavily involved in Girl Scouts of Middle Tennessee for eight years.  
Her hobbies are baking, reading, and enjoying musicals. She is known for a vivid sense of humor, and it 
often catches up with her in places such as her TNSA bio. 

11:00 – 11:30 am, The Great Brush Creek Wild Tire and Trash Roundup: 

Ingrid Luffman 
Ingrid Luffman is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Geosciences at East Tennessee State 
University. Originally from Canada, she immigrated to Tennessee in 1997. She received her PhD in 
Geography from the University of Tennessee in 2013. Her research interests include gully erosion, 
citizen science, watershed restoration, karst hydrology and spatial modeling. Ingrid serves as vice-
President of the Boone Watershed Partnership, a local watershed alliance that works with local 
stakeholders and regulators to identify and address water resources issues in the Tri-Cities, TN region. 
 
Jana Archer 
Jana Archer is a Watershed Representative for two years at Tennessee Valley Authority. She received 
her Master’s at East Tennessee State University in 2017. She works with stakeholders across the 
Tennessee Valley, 7 states, to address water specific natural resources (i.e. erosion mitigation, wetlands 
restorations, tree planting, outreach, Geographic Information System (GIS) database development 
projects, and geospatial analyses. Jana serves as Secretary of the Boone Watershed Partnership, a local 
watershed alliance who collaborate with local stakeholders and regulators to identify and address water 
resources problems in the Boone Reservoir watershed drainage system. 
 
11:30 – 12:00 pm, Informing Watershed Based on Data Collected by Citizen 
Scientist:  

Ryan Jackwood 

Ryan Jackwood joined the Harpeth Conservancy as the Watershed Science and Restoration Program 
Director. He will provide strategic direction for our science-based programs and implement restoration 
priorities based on water quality assessment. Ryan is originally from Ohio where he earned a B.S. degree 
from Ohio State University and an M.S. and Ph.D. from the University of Toledo researching issues with 
water quality and harmful algal blooms on Lake Erie. 

 

 

 



Wednesday, November 20th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Darek Baskins 

MS4 Program Management (1:00 pm – 2:30 pm) Room B 
1:00 – 1:45 pm, If Your Permit Jumped Off a Bridge, Would You Follow? Even 
Good Permits Make Bad Ordinances: 

Mary Halley 
Mary Halley is an Associate Consultant working in Wood Environment and Infrastructure Solution’s 
Knoxville office.   She has 20 years of experience as a stormwater consultant to local governments.  Her 
work focuses primarily on NPDES Phase I and II permit compliance, water quality program management, 
local stormwater regulations, policies, and processes and stormwater user fee business planning.  She 
has experience working with numerous local governments in five different EPA regions, with both cities 
and counties, and with single jurisdiction and multi-jurisdictional stormwater management initiatives. 
 
1:45 – 2:30 pm, MS4 Program Management & Permit Compliance: 

Warren Garrett 
Warren Garrett has spent his career in Public Service including Roads, Landfills, Sanitation and 
Stormwater. He has over 30 years in Public Works and over 20 years of water quality field working with 
TDOT, San Diego County CA., City of White House TN., Snohomish County WA. and City of Goodlettsville 
TN. Warren is currently Stormwater Coordinator for the City of Goodlettsville and President Elect of 
TNSA 2019. 
 
Beverly Goodwin 
Beverly Goodwin is currently retired after a long career with Conoco Oil Company.  She became involved 
with stormwater after witnessing firsthand the effects of stormwater damage on the environment and 
housing areas. 
She currently serves on the Goodlettsville Community Advisory Panel, and often attends Mid-Tennessee 
Stormwater Group meetings.  She is a member of the Cumberland Compact, and volunteers with the 
Tennessee Environmental Council on tree distribution. 
Her hobbies include kayaking and camping. She is concerned about the plight of the Streamside 
salamander and the Hellbender salamander. 
 
Greg Edrington 
Greg Edrington graduated from the University of Louisville with a Master of Engineering Degree in the 
field of Civil Engineering.  He is a registered Professional Engineer in Tennessee and Kentucky with 40 
years of experience. Mr. Edrington is also a TDEC Level 2 certified erosion control specialist and has 
spent much of his career in the area of public service as a consultant and city official.  Currently, Mr. 
Edrington serves in the capacity of City Engineer for The City of Goodlettsville, Tennessee where he 
assists with the management of capital projects for grants and storm water improvements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, November 20th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Jennifer Watson 

SCM Maintenance (1:00 pm – 2:30 pm) Room C 
1:00 – 1:45 pm, Hybrid Stormwater Management BMPs for Enhanced 
Performance: 

Glen Payton 
Stormwater Consultant for Contech, Glen came to Contech with the acquisition of Filterra in 2014, 
where he served Filterra in the capacity of Sales Manager and General Manager over a 10-year 
period.  He currently is a member of the ASCE-GA Chapter and the Chattahoochee Basin Advisory 
Council.  His educational background includes a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering 
from Washington University-St. Louis and Master’s–Business Administration from Lehigh 
University.  Glen is a Professional Engineer (Environmental) registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia 
and resides in Roswell, GA.   
 
Yuya Ishizuka 
Yuya Ishizuka is currently the Stormwater Design Engineer for Contech, covering Tennessee and Virginia. 
He has been with Contech since 2014 and has also served as the Stormwater Consultant for Michigan for 
2 years. Yuya is a graduate of Virginia Tech, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biological Systems 
Engineering. 
 
1:45 – 2:30 pm, How to do Post-Construction Maintenance Program Without 
“Really Trying”: 

Don Green 
Don Green has spent his career in environmental assessment, water quality, policy development, 
focusing on water quality, stormwater, sustainable development and environmental education. He has a 
BS and an MS from MTSU and is a LEED Accredited Professional. He has over 30 years in water quality 
field working with TDOT, TN Department of Environment and Conservation and TN Department of 
Agriculture's 319 Nonpoint Source Program. He developed the Phase II MS4 Stormwater Program at 
Franklin, TN, where he served as Stormwater Coordinator for 5 yrs. Don is presently President 
Tennessee Stormwater Association. He is currently Water Quality Supervisor City of Chattanooga, a 
Phase I MS4 Water Quality Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wednesday, November 20th, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Rebecca Dohn 

Permeable Pavers (1:00 pm – 2:30 pm) Room D 
1:00 – 1:45 pm, Green Infrastructure Lessons Learned with Paver Projects: 

Laurie Hawks 
Laurie Hawks has more than 20 years of experience in watershed assessment and planning, stormwater 
management, permit support, alternative funding programs, and program management.  She has 
worked for local, state and federal agencies and for the engineering firm Brown and Caldwell. Ms. 
Hawks is the past president of the Southeast Stormwater Association and serves on an USEPA 
Stormwater Funding and Finance Task Force. 
 
David Elliott 
David Elliott is a Professional Engineer specializing in Water Resources and Utility Management.  His 
education includes degrees from both Georgia Tech and the University of Georgia.  He currently serves 
as the Midsouth Water Resource Leader for Brown and Caldwell. 
 
1:45 – 2:30 pm, Permeable Paver Design: 

Paul Cureton 
Paul Cureton is a graduate of the University of Tennessee and a licensed Professional Engineer in Illinois. 
Prior to coming to work for Oldcastle he was a consulting civil engineer for 17 years focusing on 
stormwater management and sustainability. Paul has extensive experience designing permeable 
pavements with over 1 million square feet of projects installed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, November 21st, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Chris Masin 

Capital Improvement Studies & Projects (8:00 am – 9:30 am) 
Room B 

8:00 – 8:30 am, Protecting Exposed/Threatened Utilities: Using Natural Channel 
Design to Wash Away Risk: 

Ward Marotti 
Ward Marotti is a Senior Project Manager who has been with WK Dickson for over ten years.  He has 
been involved in successful ecological restoration project planning, design, implementation, oversight, 
and monitoring for over 27 years in the Southeast, West, Gulf Coast and South America.  He is past 
president of the North Carolina Association of Environmental Professionals and currently serves as the 
NC chapter representative on the national board.  
 
8:30 – 9:00 am, Big Creek Drainage Study and Flood Mitigation Design Project, 
Shelby County, TN: 

Adrian Ward 
Adrian Ward is a registered engineer and certified floodplain manager.  He serves as director of 
operations in the Environment and Water Resources group for Barge Design Solutions in Nashville, 
Tennessee.  He has a Bachelor’s in Civil Engineering from Tennessee Technological University and a 
Master’s in Civil Engineering from the University of Tennessee.  He has sixteen years of experience in 
hydrologic and hydraulic analysis and design and specializes in the design of storm sewer and flood 
mitigation systems. 
 
9:00 – 9:30 am, Birdland Detention Study & Culvert Replacements: 

Jeff Shaver 
Jeff Shaver is a Professional Engineer, Certified Floodplain Manager, and Certified Professional in Erosion 
and Sediment Control. He has over 14 years of civil engineering experience focused in the water 
resources field. His experience includes stormwater management, water quality design, natural stream 
design, floodplain management, complex drainage basin analysis and design, hydrologic and hydraulic 
modeling, and erosion prevention and sediment control design. He also provides NPDES compliance 
services with a focus on small MS4 permit compliance. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, November 21st, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: John Chlarson 

Technology Tools for Program Management (8:00 am – 9:30 
am) Room C 

8:00 – 8:30 am, Building Stormwater Program Efficiency Through Digital 
Transformation: 

Gary Conley 
As Chief Scientist at 2NDNATURE, Gary leads applied research to support development of water quality 
modeling and effectiveness assessment methods that turn data into actionable knowledge, improve 
watershed stewardship, and reduce the costs of clean water. With 15 years of experience working with 
federal and local agencies, he combines expertise in hydrology, pollution dynamics, and applied math to 
identify environmental problems, understand patterns of change, and craft geospatial tools used by 
natural resource managers throughout the US. 

Gary holds a Master of Science degree in Watershed Hydrology from San Diego State University and a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Earth Sciences from the University of California Santa Cruz, actively 
publishes in the peer-reviewed scientific literature, and would usually rather be surfing in the ocean 
than collecting water samples from it.  

Jason Yoho 
Jason Yoho is Chief Commercial Officer for 2NDNATURE Software. He believes technology enables 
superior value in impact markets and as such he is responsible for defining and delivering the 
commercial strategy, growth and profitability of 2NDNATURE. He spent the past 15+ years operating, 
providing strategy and executing the overall vision for technology companies in silicon valley. He is also a 
member of the Leadership Council at WaterNow Alliance a national water non-profit working to 
champion sustainable, affordable and climate resilient water strategies. Over his career Jason created 
one of the first enterprise cloud computing services, ran a $100M global line of business for a F500 
company, founded 3 venture backed software companies and raised $55M in capital. 
 
8:30 – 9:00 am, Use of Public Domain Software for Managing Stormwater Data: 

Gerald Burnette 
Gerald Burnette earned his BA in Mathematics with a minor in Physics from Maryville College in 
1983.  Early in his professional career he learned that he had a knack for developing database 
applications and custom user interfaces, so he spent the next 30+ years applying his talents to all 
manner of environmental investigations and analyses.  He has worked for many years as a consultant to 
several federal agencies, most notably the Army Corps of Engineers and NASA.  He works for Civil and 
Environmental Consultants out of their Franklin office. 
 
9:00 – 9:30 am, Levering the State’s Public LiDar Data: 

Paul Dudley 
Paul Dudley is a GIS Analyst working with the State of Tennessee’s Strategic Technology Solutions GIS 
Services Group.   Paul is a 2007 graduate of the University of Tennessee Geography Department.  With 
the state his primary focuses are on imagery, LiDAR and cadastral data. 
 

 
 



Thursday, November 21st, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Rebecca Dohn 

Construction ESPCs (9:45 am – 11:15 am) Room B 
9:45 – 10:15 am, Steep Slope Stabilization Demo Project: 

Kristen Stanfill 
Kristen Stanfill is a Soil Engineering Specialist with the City of Chattanooga. She received her MPH in 
Environmental Health from Emory University in 2016 and has worked in Stormwater and Water Quality 
for the past 3 years. Kristen currently serves as Treasurer for the Young Professionals Board of 
WaterWays, a nonprofit devoted to clean water in both the Caribbean Basin and the Tennessee Valley. 
 

10:15 – 10:45 am, Groundscape Concepts Erosion & Sediment Control: 

TC Kerrigan 
T.C. Kerrigan has been involved in the Erosion and Sediment Control Industry from a very young age. 
Growing up in a family owned Pipeline construction company, TC was stabilizing large pipeline projects, 
installing erosion control measures and monitoring job sites across Southeast Tennessee and Northwest 
Georgia from very early in his working career.  
TC earned a degree from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville in Agricultural Science.  
Currently TC Kerrigan is President of Groundscape Concepts, an Erosion Control Supply Company.   T.C.’s 
day to day role is primarily focused on Erosion Control Installations in the Chattanooga Market. 
Groundscape Concepts has warehouses in Chattanooga, Nashville and Hixson, TN.  
In addition to Erosion Control product sales, Groundscape Concepts also manufacturers Compost in 
Chattanooga from local green waste. Most of this product is being used in soil blends for landscaping 
and bio retention mixes for civil construction.  
 

Rick Roark 
Rick Roark became interested in soil erosion and protecting our environment at a young age.  Working 
on a farming operation that utilized some of the earliest no-till planting techniques sparked an interest 
in preserving the soil and keeping streams clean.  Some years later this interest transformed to 
construction site erosion issues and helping contractors find more effective ways to keep waterways 
clean.  For more than 20 years, Rick has been a resource for engineers and contractors in specialty 
erosion products and unique applications.  This includes multiple projects utilizing gabion baskets for 
slope stabilization and channel revetment.  Also, working with government agencies to solve storm 
water runoff and air pollutant discharges of coal ash (CCR).  Most recently working with contractors and 
engineers introducing and implementing biopolymer flocculant treatments in construction storm water 
situations.  Rick continues his work by sharing information with engineers, contractors, state and local 
government agencies and storm water groups. 
 
10:45 – 11:15 am, Redesigning the Construction Entrance to be Effective and 
Reusable: 

Jamie Utley 
Jamie Utley has extensive experience in the construction industry having worked with lines such Stanley 
Black & Decker, BASF Building Systems, and Specified Technologies. As a member of Pro Staff Sales, 
Jamie represents FODS as the Regional Manager overseeing Kentucky and Central Tennessee region. 
Jamie is based out of Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
Nathan Barker 
Nathan Barker is the Director of Business Development for FODS. In his role Nathan oversees the 
establishment of customer relationships, onsite support, and submission and approval of FODS Reusable 
Trackout Control System by Federal, State, and Local Governing bodies. Nathan is based out of FODS 
Corporate Headquarters in Englewood, CO. 



Thursday, November 21st, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Lance Wagner 

Statewide Partner Updates (9:45 am – 11:15 am) Room C 
9:45 – 10:15 am, Keep Tennessee Beautiful: 

Edmond McDavis 
Edmond McDavis serves as Affiliate Services & Training Coordinator for Keep Tennessee Beautiful 
(KTnB). In this position, Edmond travels the state providing direct support to KTnB’s network of 
affiliates, including new director training, continued education, board development and program 
development training for the 32 Keep America Beautiful Affiliates in the state of TN. He also works with 
our non-affiliate partners to educate them on our core initiatives and encourage them to become KAB 
affiliates. He also handles all event planning for KTnB and has a certification from Belmont University in 
this field. Edmond is a certified Community Environment Professional for Keep America Beautiful (c/o 
2017). Edmond has been a part of the KTnB team since December 2006. A native of Columbus, MS, 
Edmond earned a Bachelor of Science degree in journalism from Mississippi University for Women, with 
a minor in psychology in 2003. He’s currently the President of the Mid-South Alumni Chapter for MUW 
and serves on the Tennessee Recycling Coalition Board of Directors. Edmond is married to Alexis S. 
McDavis. They have a six-year-old son, Tatum Jayce. Edmond enjoys sports, video games, and spending 
time with his family and friends. 
 
10:15 – 10:45 am, Tennessee Environmental Council’s TN Tree Day:  

Jeff Barrie 
Jeff Barrie has been a staunch advocate of sustainability for his entire professional career, which he 
launched in 1993 after graduating from UCLA with a B.A. in Environmental Studies. Ever since, Jeff has 
applied his love of filmmaking towards the cause of environmental solutions and derives great pleasure 
in making a difference in this field. Jeff has produced award-winning feature documentaries on the value 
of Environmental Education (Generation Earth — 1995), the importance of preserving the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge (Arctic Quest — 1999), and the benefits of energy efficiency, conservation and 
renewable power (Kilowatt Ours — 2008), in addition to producing 10 short documentaries on various 
topics of related to sustainability. He has leveraged the power of effective documentary storytelling 
combined with grassroots organizing and public strategies to lead to positive changes in the world. 
 
Cynthia Hernandez 
Cynthia Hernandez has a passion for sustainability and is dedicated to improving Tennessee’s 
environment. She works closely with the team to organize programs especially the Tennessee Tree 
Project with the goal to plant over 1 million native trees statewide. Cynthia graduated from Volunteer 
State Community College in 2015, with a focus in Environmental Science. Her biggest achievement is the 
Level 2 certification of the Paris Powers Memorial Arboretum located at Vol. State Community College 
with over 60 species of trees identified and labeled. She currently serves on the Metro Tree Advisory 
Committee and enjoys educating the public on sustainable solutions and engaging partners to improve 
communities and quality of life in Tennessee. 
 
10:45 – 11:15 am, What can MTAS do for you?: 

John Chlarson 
John Chlarson has over 30 years’ experience in a wide variety of engineering applications, having worked 
for government, industry, and private consulting. He established and ran a materials testing laboratory 
approved by the Corps of Engineers and the Department of Energy.  He has also been the engineer in 
responsible charge for engineering offices for firms in both Tennessee and Kentucky. He has had 
extensive experience in the design, review, and implementation of stormwater control structures and 
measures.  



 
As an MTAS Public Works Consultant John provides professional advice and technical assistance on a 
wide range of complex technical issues to Department Directors, Mayors, City Managers, and other 
elected and appointed municipal officials.  John, also provides advice and assistance for non-city clients, 
including elected and staff members of the Tennessee General Assembly, employees of state agencies, 
staff of the Tennessee Municipal League, and officers of associations of municipal officials.  Typical 
issues and projects vary by specialty, and may include comprehensive management studies; requests for 
proposals for services and equipment; utility rate studies; solid waste and recycling studies; drainage 
studies/evaluations, stormwater permit compliance, personnel selection and recruitment, etc. 
The Tennessee Chapter of the American Public Works Association (TCAPWA) awarded John Chlarson the 
Frank Kirk Meritorious Service Award at TCAPWA’s Annual Conference in Nashville on Oct. 25, 2010. The 
Frank Kirk Meritorious Service Award acknowledges the important role that APWA members play in 
providing public works facilities and services in both private enterprise and academic institutions. This 
award is based on a member’s outstanding dedication to the enhancement of the quality, efficiency and 
cost effectiveness of services provided by public agencies.  
 
The Tennessee Stormwater Association (TNSA) announces the 2017 “Exceptional Quality” Award 
Winners. TNSA recognizes individuals and stormwater professionals that have devoted time and energy 
into making TNSA a success and have accomplished great strides within the Tennessee stormwater 
arena. Nominations were accepted by TNSA members and voted on by their peers for two specific 
awards. “ The 2017 Exceptional Quality Person of the Year was awarded to John Chlarson with the 
University of Tennessee’s Municipal Technical Advisory Service. John has been instrumental to the 
inception and continued success of the Tennessee Stormwater Association. He has been an integral 
component of the stormwater world in Tennessee since 2003 when he helped TDEC draft the very first 
Phase II permit and NOI, and the Annual Report.  John also co-authored a statewide Model Stormwater 
Ordinance and a statewide Model Stormwater Utility Ordinance for municipalities in the State of 
Tennessee. He helped compile all the necessary paperwork and documents to formally incorporate the 
TNSA in 2008. He has helped countless communities across the state with municipal operations, traffic, 
and public works needs. He has assisted many stormwater programs and presented before a multitude 
of city councils on the importance for responsible stormwater management and has served as TNSA Ad-
Hoc Secretary since TNSA's inception. Mr. Chlarson is always willing to schedule an array of training 
classes including municipal housekeeping, administrative hearings, SWPPP development etc. John plays 
a significant role in the continual growth of TNSA and we are ever grateful for his generous time and 
commitment to the Association.” 
 
The Tennessee Chapter of the American Public Works Association (TCAPWA) will award John Chlarson a 
second Frank Kirk Meritorious Service Award at TCAPWA’s Annual Conference in Chattanooga on 
November 5, 2019. The Frank Kirk Meritorious Service Award acknowledges the important role that 
APWA members play in providing public works facilities and services in both private enterprise and 
academic institutions. This award is based on a member’s outstanding dedication to the enhancement 
of the quality, efficiency and cost effectiveness of services provided by public agencies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thursday, November 21st, 2019: Technical Sessions 
Moderator: Gina Hutson 

Closing Session (11:15 am – 12:00 pm) Room B&C 
11:15 – 12:00 pm, Going at it on Your Own – Starting a Stormwater Utility and 
Stormwater Program: 

Bryan Price 
Bryan Price is a City of Portland City Engineer. He graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Kentucky in 2003. He has worked as a Consultant with Goodwyn, 
Mills and Cawood (Nashville, TN) for 10 years performing municipal engineering and site development 
Worked with the City of Portland since 2013 as City Engineer. He is the Department head for the 
Engineering and Stormwater Department. 
 
Carlton Cobb 
Carlton Cobb moved to Nashville Tennessee from Atlanta Georgia where he attended Tennessee State 
University (TSU) earning a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics. During his time at TSU Carlton began 
working for the United States Geological Survey where he discovered his passion for research. Carlton 
excelled academically while at Tennessee State University receiving numerous awards, grants, honors, 
and scholarships many of which were directly linked to research projects. While at the USGS, Carlton 
worked on several projects stemming from ground and wastewater management studies to wetland 
water quality research. Upon graduation, Carlton began working for Nissan North America as an 
aftersales production buyer. After four years at Nissan, Carlton decided to return to a career involving 
the environment. Carlton is approaching two years with the City of Portland where he is the Stormwater 
Program Manager and Engineering Assistant. During his time there, Carlton has helped develop the 
Stormwater Department, establish a Stormwater Utility Fee, and hire the City’s first Stormwater 
maintenance crew.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


